100+ Chicagoland Jewish clergy stand against
attacks on democracy being carried out in the
name of Jewish safety

This letter appeared in the Chicago Tribune on Tuesday, April 22nd. Rabbis & clergy: please sign on
using this link.

We are Jewish leaders and clergy from across the Chicagoland area. The congregations we serve
and communities we support are politically, racially, and economically diverse, and represent
multiple denominations of Jewish practice. We write this letter with a unified voice to stand against
the attacks on civil liberties and democratic norms being carried out in the name of combating
antisemitism.

In recent weeks, students and others, many with legal status, have been detained or had their visas
revoked without explanation or due process, including at the University of lllinois, University of
Chicago, and Northwestern University'. Federal funds for higher education have been frozen or
withdrawn, including $790 million at Northwestern?. The administration has also announced plans to
surveil immigrants’ social media®.

Many of these actions have been presented as in defense of the Jewish community. Yet in truth,
Jewish fear is being used as a fig leaf for an anti-democratic agenda of mass deportations, civil
rights rollbacks, and attacks on higher education.

We know that many Jews, including Jewish students on campuses, have felt unsafe in recent
months and years. We take those concerns seriously. And we know that throughout history, Jews
have been safest in multiracial democracies where the rights of all people, regardless of race,
religion, national origin, or political opinion, are protected.

Education is a core Jewish value, and the institutions that uphold civil liberties and democratic
norms have long been essential to Jewish safety and flourishing. As Jewish leaders, we reject the
exploitation of our fears and experiences of antisemitism to justify the dismantling of those
institutions. Such actions do not protect our community — they use us, and they put us in danger.

We recently celebrated the Jewish holiday of Passover. Each year, we recall the oppression of our
ancestors in Egypt and pray for redemption from all forms of violence. We are commanded to retell
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our stories of persecution and deliverance "in every generation," reminding us that our story remains
relevant at all times, including today.

In the Passover story, it is an erev rav—a mixed multitude—who journeyed together out of Egypt. We
are obligated not only to seek justice for ourselves, but to protect the rights and freedoms afforded
to all people. We must speak out against deportations without due process, suppression of free
speech, attacks on higher education, and the dismantling of democratic norms. Doing so is an
expression of our Jewish and American values.

Signatories:

Rabbi Donielle C. Aaron
Cantor Laurie Akers

Rabbi Max Antman

Rabbi llana Axel

Rabbi Marc J. Belgrad
Rabbi Lisa Sari Bellows
Rabbi Rebecca Benoff
Marla Aviva Bentley, RJE
Cantor David Berger

Rabbi Aryeh Bernstein
Rabbi Brandon Bernstein
Rabbi Andrew Bossov
Rabbi Neil Brill

Rabbi Anna Calamaro
Rabbi Adam Chalom
Rabbi Sandra Charak
Rabbi Paul F. Cohen

Rabbi Shoshanah Conover
Rabbi Andrea Cosnowsky
Rabbi Reni Dickman
Cantor Michelle Drucker Friedman
Rabbi David Eber

Rabbi Laurence Edwards
Rabbi Bruce Elder

Rabbi Josh Feigelson, PhD
Rabbi Robert Feinberg
Rabbi Edward M. Friedman
Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein
Rabbi Capers Funnye
Rabbi Capers C. Funnye llI



Rabbi Roy Furman

Rabbi Scott Gellman
Rabbi Dr. Rivkah Glick
Rabbi Lily Goldstein
Rabbi Maralee Gordon
Rabbi Sam Gordon

Rabbi Amanda Greene
Rabbi Lisa S. Greene
Rabbi Suzanne Griffel
Rabbi Steve Hart

Rabbi Rachel Heaps
Rabbi Sidney Helbraun
Rabbi Lizzi Heydemann
Rabbi Brian Immerman
Rabbi Rachel Kaplan Marks
Rabbi Allan Kensky
Rabbi Daniel Kirzane
Rabbi Norman Klein
Rabbi Elinor Knepler
Cantor David Landau Mohel
Rabbi Benay Lappe
Rabbi Jacob Leizman
Rabbi Miriam Lichtenberg
Rabbi Seth M. Limmer
Cantor Erica Lippitz
Rabbi Andrea London
Cantor Jan Mahler

Rabbi Toby Manewith
Rabbi Ari Margolis
Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz
Cantor Matan Meital
Rabbi Rachel S. Mikva
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz
Rabbi Victor Mirelman
Rabbi Nina J. Mizrahi
Rabbi Evan Moffic

Rabbi Josh Nelson

Rabbi Anne Persin

Rabbi Steven Peskind
Rabbi Steven Philp



Rabbi Taylor A. Poslosky
Rabbi Jonathan Posner
Rabbi Jonah Rank

Rabbi Frederick Reeves
Rabbi Sarah Rosenbaum Jones
Rabbi David Rosenberg
Cantor Rachel Rosenberg
Cantor Dara Rosenblatt
Rabbi Donald B. Rossoff
Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg
Rabbi Isaac Serotta

Cantor Scott Simon

Rabbi Anita Silvert

Rabbi Michael Sommer
Rabbi Phyllis Sommer

Rabbi Eleanor Smith

Rabbi Steven Stark Lowenstein
Rabbi Michelle Stern

Rabbi Marla Joy Subeck Spanjer
Rabbi Allison Tick Birill
Cantor Jessica Tobacman
Rabbi Jessie Wainer

Rabbi Moshe Webber

Rabbi Michael A. Weinberg
Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus
Rabbi Max Weiss

Rabbi Rachel Weiss

Rabbi Zachary Wiener

Rabbi David N. Young

Cantor Natalie Young

Cantor Julie Yugend-Green
Rabbi Michael Zedek

Rabbi Leonard Zukrow

To learn more, contact Jonathan Elbaz at jonathan@jcua.orqg
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